
Community Engagement



Government Support



Objectives

ÅLong term  - Ultimate goal ïeradicate 

Phragmites in Georgian Bay by engaging and 

training community champions, municipal 

governments, property owners and the public
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Invasive Phragmites



Spreads by:

ÅSeeds ïmost new stands 

start this way (2000/head)

ÅRhizomes ï39.8 cm (15.7 

in) per year

ÅStolonsï10.7 cm (4.25 

in) per day

Propogates rapidly

photo credit: David Sweetnam



Dr.Gilbert - http://greatlakesphragmites.net/files/Gilbert-Phrag-talk_Nov29-2012.pdf

4 days growth

Outgrows Native Plants
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Destroys infrastructure



Costs taxpayers
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Photos: Courtesy of Georgian Bay Forever

Wetland with healthy biodiversity 

Wetland dominated by one plant

Invasive Phragmites is a 

nutrient bully and releases 

gallotannic acid from its roots 

that cause other plants to poison 

themselves

Destroys biodiversity



gallotannic acid gallic acid Tannase

Biological warfare

Root Growth Inhibitor









Nottawasaga Bay. Photo Credit: Elaine Stephenson

Opportunistic
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Opportunistic



Georgian 

Bay

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
Mayors Protecting and Restoring the Great Lakes & St. Lawrence 

River

Å Georgian Bay: 1987-

2013

ï 7% Wetland Gain in 

North 

ï 10.8% Wetland Loss 

in South

ï net loss of 3.8%

Climate Impacts



Destroys Habitat
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Threatened

Destroys Habitat


