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Phragmites australis
North Americaôs most invasive species

Prepared for Ontario Invasive Plant Council Webinar Januaray 18, 2017
by David Collins, Chair, St. Thomas Phragmites Control Committee 



The 
partnership 
begins on

Lake 
Margaret



This is why we want 
Lake Margaret to be 
Phragmites free. 



THE PLAN FOR A PHRAG FREE CITY 
BEGAN IN JULY 2013 WITH:

CONCERNED RESIDENTS
PETITION TO COUNCIL

COUNCIL ACTION
COMMITTEE FORMED

ERADICATION PLAN CREATED
ACTION BEGAN-JANUARY 2014



The Phragmites Control Committee endorses

Best Management Practices

which very clearly states that -

ñEVERY possible care is taken to protect the 
native vegetation and wildlife.ò



St. Thomas City Council

In order to develop a successful eradication programme, your local City 
Council must be an integral part of the partnership process.  This is of 
ultimate importance when advocating an eradication programme on City, 
Town or Municipal property.  The City should recognize the problem and 
take action.

From a committed City Council will flow

- An elected Councilor as a committee member
- A Team Partnership with Fire, Police, Parks, Roads and Drainage
- A representative from the Conservation Authority as a committee member
- Access to specially trained staff and equipment
- A negotiated annual budget without having to search for grant funding.



PHASE 1

Lake Margaret Watershed

Year 1(2014) ïInitial plan created by Janice Gilbert
MNRF Letter of Opinion permits obtained through to 2019

Budget provided
Eradication programme implemented

Year 2(2015) - Visual check and eradicate as necessary

Year 3(2016) ïAdd Pinafore Lake and Osprey SWMP
Visual check and eradicate as necessary

Very likely remove Lake Margaret, Butterfly Meadow and 2 SWMPs
as we anticipate NO regrowth.  LOO addendum requested.

Year 4 (2017)- Visual check, map and eradicate as necessary. Commence a spot spray 
programme.
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